
  

 

“Mae pob plentyn yn haeddu’r cyfle i hedfan”… 

“Every child deserves the chance to fly”… 

White Sea, Trearddur by Sir Kyffin Williams KBE RA RCA, 1918-2006 



 

 

  

Denbighshire’s prestigious art competition 

for pupils in schools 
 

To commemorate the 100th anniversary since the birth 
of Sir Kyffin Williams in 2018, Denbighshire Curriculum 
Enrichment initiative is launching a brand-new art 
competition, to recognise and reward the artistic talent 
of school children throughout Denbighshire.  Entry to 
the competition means you could win art materials and 
a free artist led workshop in your school with a leading 
Welsh artist.   
 
Sir John "Kyffin" Williams, KBE 
RA RCA (1918-2006), was a 
Welsh landscape painter who 
lived at Pwllfanogl, Llanfairpwll, 
on the Island of Anglesey.  He 
is widely regarded as the 
defining artist of Wales during 
the 20th century. 
 
Sir Kyffin Williams was passionate and obsessive 
about Wales, its landscapes and its people.  Using a 
pallet knife rather than a brush – a technique which 
distinguished him from his contemporaries – Sir Kyffin 
loved to paint flowers and animals, particularly horses 
and sheepdogs. 
 

With a preference for painting in the open air, and in all 
weathers, he worked quickly, finishing a portrait in a 
day.  Through his painting and drawings, he celebrated 
what he loved, in a way that was absolutely unique to 
him.  This vital spirit is the flame of creativity in all art 
forms and drives us forward.   
 

Sir Kyffin Williams was also passionate about teaching 
children to draw and he generously passed on those 
marvellous skills throughout his life.   
 

By allowing children to express themselves creatively, 
our competition aims to encourage freedom of 
expression and a passion for art.  We’re inviting 
children throughout Denbighshire to get creative in the 
classroom, choose a subject that interests them, put 
all their energies into their work, let their imaginations 
and artistic flair loose and discover their inner “Kyffin”.   

Competition 
We’re reaching out to all schools across 

Denbighshire to encourage young artists 

to enter their work.   
 

Categories 
There are three categories, each with a different 
theme.  The emphasis is on skills of technique, 
observation and interpretation.  In particular, the 
judges will award prizes for work which displays 
creativity and originality. 
 

Foundation Phase: Age 5-7 
Primary: Age 7-11 
Secondary: Age 11-18 
 

Prefer to submit a group entry? 
Groups of two or more pupils in each age group can 
submit a group entry.  
 

Prizes 
 First prize in each category: Art materials and 

a specially designed certificate. 
 Overall winner covering all categories: Free 

artist led workshop in your school with a leading 
Welsh artist.   

 

All schools entering the competition will receive a 
specially designed certificate to acknowledge and 
recognise their participation. 
 

Winning students, with teachers/parents will be 
invited to an Awards Ceremony and Private View of 
an Exhibition at Denbighshire County Council 
Offices, Wynnstay Road, Ruthin, LL15 1YN, on 
Wednesday 9 May 2018, at 4pm. 
 

Prize winning entries will be exhibited at 
Denbighshire County Council, Wynnstay Road, 
Ruthin, from 10 May - 1 June 2018. 

 

Closing Date for Entries 
4pm, Friday 23 March 2018 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denbighshire’s prestigious art competition for pupils in schools 
 

To commemorate the 100th anniversary since Sir Kyffin Williams’ birth in 2018, Denbighshire Curriculum 
Enrichment initiative is launching a brand-new art competition to recognise and reward the artistic talent of school 
children throughout Denbighshire. Entry to the competition means you could win art materials or a half-day 
workshop in your school with a leading Welsh artist.   
 
Sir Kyffin Williams was passionate about teaching children to draw and he generously passed on those fantastic 
skills throughout his life.  By allowing children to express themselves creatively, our competition aims to encourage 
freedom of expression and a passion for art.  Children throughout Denbighshire will enjoy this opportunity to get 
creative in the classroom and to let their imaginations and artistic flair loose. 
 
Sir Kyffin Williams was passionate and obsessive about Wales, its landscapes and its people. Through his 
paintings and drawings he celebrated what he loved in a way that was absolutely unique to him.  
This vital spirit is the flame of creativity in all art forms and drives us forward. Choose a subject that interests you 
and put all your energy into your work. After all, it is only what Sir Kyffin did every day when he was drawing 
outside or painting in his studio. 
Joan Kathleen Harding Eardley was a British artist noted for her portraiture of street children in Glasgow and for her 
landscapes of the fishing village of Catterline and surroundings on the North-East coast of Scotland. 

Foundation Phase: Age 5-7 
Theme: Portraits 

 

Here you will find three key artworks to look at and discuss as a class.  There are suggestions of things to think 
about, instructions on what to make, examples of materials that can be used and how the artwork will be judged 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hugh Thomas 1950 
Sir Kyffin Williams KBE RA RCA, 1918-2006 
 
1. How old do you think the man is in the painting?  Is he young, middle-

aged or old? 
2. Who do you think the man is talking to? 
3. Looking at what the man is wearing, can you guess what his 

occupation is? 
4. Do you think the man has a happy or sad face? 
5. Where would you imagine him to live – in the country or in a town? 
 

Sir Kyffin Williams considered his portraits his most important works.  
Kyffin’s portraits, which range from eminent Welsh figures, women and 
children to the old Welsh farmer all depict honesty, humanity and 
simplicity.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Head on Red II 
Shani Rhys James MBE RCA, b. 1953 
 

1. Is this a picture of a boy or a girl? 
2. What do you think the face in the picture is staring at? 
3. Is it a happy or a sad expression? 
4. What do you think the artist’s favourite colour is and why? 
5. Is this a friendly or frightening face and why? 
 
Shani Rhys James MBE is a Welsh painter based in Llangadfan, Powys.  
She has been described as "arguably one of the most exciting and 
successful painters of her generation" and "one of Wales’ most significant 
living artists". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Fishing / Sgota 
Meirion Ginsberg, b. 1985 
 

1. How many fish can you count in the painting? 
2. Does this group of people seem happy or sad with their catch? 
3. Are these people about to leave on the boat? 
4. Where do you think the boat is going? 
5. Where would you put yourself in the picture? 
 
Meirion Ginsberg was born in North Wales in 1985 and trained at Cardiff 
College of Art.  A dynamic painter, he is inspired by the characters in his 
everyday life and fuses a range of influences from Francis Bacon and 
Willem de Kooning to Norman Rockwell to create autobiographical work. 
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Denbighshire Schools Art Competition 2018 
 

Foundation Phase: Age 5-7 
Theme: Portraits 

 

Things to consider 
Here are a few suggestions to help spark the 
imagination:- 
 

1. Picture a face that you would love to be able 
to draw or paint – it could be yours, it could be 
your best friend’s, a family member, someone 
younger, someone older. 

2. Think about how you would start; how big a 
picture you want it to be; what materials you 
would use (pencils, paints, coloured pencils, 
crayons, material), and what you’re going to 
paint and draw on. 

3. Remember – it must be your own work and 
we’ll be looking to see how you’ve used 
colours and shapes to draw your special 
portrait of a face that only you could have 
imagined. 

 

Make 
A portrait of a face of a person who you know 
you would like to draw, paint or create in any 
medium. 

 

Use 
A4, A3 or A2 size paper in any colour. 
 

Any materials, techniques or processes to create your 
work (for example drawing, painting, printmaking, 
fabric, photography, -aided design, collage, 
montage and ceramics).  Entries can be two or three-
dimensional.   
 

Entries will be judged on originality and creativity, 
confidence in the handling of materials and boldness 
and impact. 
 

Prefer to submit a group entry? 
Groups of two or more pupils can submit a group entry.  
Entries can be two or three-dimensional.  Work 
entered must be either A2 in size or measure 120 x 
150 centimetres. 
 

National Curriculum Links 
personal and social development, well-being and 
cultural diversity / language, literacy and 
communication skills / mathematical development / 
Welsh language development / knowledge and 
understanding of the world / physical development / 
creative development. 

 



  

Primary: Age 7-11 
Theme: Animals & Birds 

 

Here you will find three key artworks to look at and discuss as a class.  There are suggestions of things to think 
about, instructions on what to make, examples of materials that can be used and how the artwork will be 
judged. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sheepdog crouching 
Sir Kyffin Williams KBE RA RCA, 1918-2006 
 

1. Describe the dog. 
2. Where would you most likely see a dog like this? 
3. Who would own a dog like this? 
4. What do you think the dog is looking at? 
5. Is the dog waiting for something to happen? If so, 

what? 
 

Sir Kyffin Williams love animals and drew and painted them 
on a regular basis, including cattle in linocut, badgers, 
goats, guanacos (in Patagonia), foxes and sheep.  Of all 
the animals it was dogs and horses that he favoured most.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Cat sleeping on a Red Cushion 
Gwen John (1876-1939)  
 

1. Describe the cat. 
2. Which way is the cat facing? 
3. What is the cat lying on? 
4. Where is the cat lying? 
5. What is the cat dreaming about? 
 

Gwen John is considered to be Wales' most important 20th 
century artist.  Born in Haverfordwest, the elder sister of 
Augustus John, she trained at the Slade School of Fine Art 
in London, and subsequently at Whistler's School in Paris. 
She lived in France for the rest of her life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Terns over Malltraeth 
Ann Lewis, b. 1962 
 

1. What type of birds are in the picture? 
2. Where are they flying to? 
3. What are they looking for in the sea? 
4. Where do they live? 
5. What do you think they like to eat? 

 

Born in St Asaph, Denbighshire in 1962, Ann works as an 
artist/printmaker, specialising in the reduction method of 
linocutting.  She produces small editions of handmade 
original prints in her studio overlooking the Ogwen Valley. 
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Denbighshire Schools Art Competition 2018 
 

Primary: Age 7-11 
Theme: Animals & Birds 

 

Things to consider 
 

Here are a few suggestions to help spark the 
imagination:- 
 

1. Picture an animal or a bird that you would like 
to draw, paint or create; large or small; tame 
or wild; land, air or sea.  

2. Think about how you would start; how big a 

picture/model you want it to be; what 

materials you would use (pencils, paints, 

coloured pencils, crayons, various materials), 

and what you’re going to draw, paint or use to 

create your work. 

3. Remember – it must be your own work and 
we’ll be looking to see how you’ve used 
colours, shapes and various materials to 
create your favourite animal or bird that only 
you could have imagined.   

 

Make 
A picture of your favourite animal or bird.  It can 
be wild or domestic.  It might be eating, 
sleeping, hunting, playing or even stuck up a 
tree! 

 

Use 
A4, A3 or A2 size paper in any colour. 
 

Any materials, techniques or processes to create your 
work (for example drawing, painting, printmaking, 
textiles, photography, computer-aided design, collage, 
montage and ceramics).   
 

Entries can be two or three-dimensional.   
 

Entries will be judged on originality and creativity, 
confidence in the handling of materials, and boldness 
and impact. 
 

Prefer to submit a group entry? 
Groups of two or more pupils can submit a group entry.  
Entries can be two or three-dimensional.  Work 
entered must be either A2 in size or measure 120 x 
150 centimetres. 
 

National Curriculum Links 
Art & Design, Design & Technology, Literacy and 
English, Geography, History, Information & 
communication technology, Numeracy and 
Mathematics, PSE, Welsh, Science. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=5vGq4YPr&id=279BD9AAC9B5EDBF91FC4132A966D77E215A5AB2&thid=OIP.5vGq4YPr486Vq9VPtW_RBQEsEs&q=Budgies+Painting&simid=608021303479832240&selectedIndex=224


  

Secondary: Age 11-18 
Theme: Landscapes 

 

Here you will find three key artworks to look at and discuss as a class.  There are suggestions of things to think 
about, instructions on what to make, examples of materials that can be used and how the artwork will be 
judged. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

White Sea, Trearddur  
Sir Kyffin Williams KBE RA RCA, 1918-2006 
1. Describe the scene. 
2. How does this place make you feel? 
3. Where do you think this place is? 
4. There aren’t any people in the painting.  Discuss. 
5. If you could climb into the painting where would you like to be? 
 

Sir Kyffin Williams’ atmospheric, powerful paintings have a 
dramatic and often brooding quality that, for many, defines the 
Welsh landscape, and in particular the North Wales landscape.  
Despite using a subtle and limited palette, he was a considerable 
colourist and his best work has an unmistakable intensity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Afon Eigiau, Craig yr Ysfa 
Keith Bowen, b.1950 
1. What is the focal point in the picture? 
2. Where would you be standing in this scene? 
3. If you dropped a little paper boat in the river, where do you think 

it would end up? 
4. Is there a season that you could associate with this scene? 
5. How would you cross the river? 
 

Keith Bowen was born in Denbighshire, North Wales.  He has 
exhibited his work extensively to acclaim.  A gold medallist for Fine 
Art at the Royal National Eisteddfod of Wales.  Honorary Fellow of 
the University of Wales.  Two Royal Mail Stamps and two books, 
‘Snowdon Shepherd’ and ‘Among the Amish’ feature his paintings 
of the countryside. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Pwllheli  
Catrin Williams RCA, b. 1966 
1. What is the biggest influence in this picture – buildings or sea? 
2. Describe the houses and the people that live in them? 
3. What do people like to do in a town like this? 
4. Which type of house would you like to live in? 
5. If this is a typical Welsh town, what do you think is missing in 

this townscape? 
 

Welshness, or rather the experience of living in Wales, is an 
obvious theme in Catrin’s work: the home and the farm; 
celebrations and the clothing; music and Welsh culture; family 
traditions and familiar faces. 
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Denbighshire Schools Art Competition 2018 
 Secondary: Age 11-18 

Theme: Landscapes 
 

Things to consider 
Here are a few suggestions to help spark the 
imagination:- 
 

1. Picture a landscape that you would like to 
draw, paint or create; a favourite view or 
location, well known to you; rural, semi-rural, 
urban or coastal – even your own garden or 
local park.   
 

2. Your drawing should be a depiction of what 
you are looking at.  However, should you so 
wish, you could develop your drawing into a 
more imaginary scene. 

 
3. Think about the time of year, for example the 

seasons, the weather or any other factor that 
will make your work that much more 
atmospheric.  

 
4. Include features such as buildings, boats, 

trees, walls, even people. 
 
5. Remember – it must be your own work and 

we’ll be looking to see your own personal take 
on landscapes.    

Make 
Produce artwork to capture a landscape of particular 
significance to you.   

Use 
A4, A3 or A2 size paper in any colour. 
 

Any materials, techniques or processes to create your 
work (for example drawing, painting, printmaking, 
textiles, photography, computer-aided design, collage, 
montage and ceramics).   
 

Entries can be two or three-dimensional.   
 

Entries will be judged on originality and creativity, 
confidence in the handling of materials, and boldness 
and impact. 
 

Prefer to submit a group entry? 
Groups of two or more pupils can submit a group entry.  
Entries can be two or three-dimensional.  Work 
entered must be either A2 in size or measure 120 x 
150 centimetres. 
 

National Curriculum Links 
Art & Design, Design & Technology, Literacy and 
English, Geography, History, Information & 
communication technology, Numeracy and 
Mathematics, PSE, Welsh, Science. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=1ul0ihIv&id=F65BE8956F5A714CBC2ECF4A6A08BA47154EBBD2&thid=OIP.1ul0ihIvxOZI8aKKJjr7gQDsC-&q=landscape+drawings+by+teenagers&simid=608002581728264886&selectedIndex=373


  

Denbighshire Schools Art Competition 2018 
 

4 December 2017 Official Launch of Denbighshire Schools Art Competition 2018 
 
23 March 2018 4pm, Closing Date for Entries 
 
w/c 26 March 2018 Shortlisting Entries 
 
w/c 2 April 2018 Judging Entries 
 
11 April 2018 Prize-winners announced 
 
9 May 2018 Awards Ceremony & Private View Exhibition 
 (The Awards Ceremony & Private view with coincide with Sir 

Kyffin’s birthday and the 100th anniversary since his birth) 
 
10 May – 1 June 2018 Exhibition at Denbighshire County Council Offices, Wynnstay 

Road, Ruthin, LL15 1YN 
 
5 June 2018 Entrants to collect artworks from Denbighshire County Council 

Offices, Wynnstay Road, Ruthin, LL15 1YN 

 

Competition Timeline 

 



 

Denbighshire Schools Art Competition 2018 
 

By entering the competition, schools and entrants confirm 
that they have read and understood, and agree to be bound 
by, the following competition rules:- 
 
1. The competition is open to all schools in Denbighshire. 
2. Entries must be delivered via post or by hand to Sarah 

Dixon, Curriculum Enrichment Co-ordinator, 
Denbighshire County Council, PO Box 62, Ruthin, LL15 
9AZ.  Entries cannot be entered by any other means, 
including electronically.  Entry must be made through the 
relevant school.  Entries submitted directly by pupils will 
not be accepted. 

3. Only one entry to the competition per pupil shall be 
accepted.  

4. Entries must be received no later than 4pm on Friday 23 
March 2018. 

5. Each individual entry must have the following information 
marked clearly on the back, otherwise it will not be 
considered:- 
• Category entered 
• Pupil’s/class name 
• Class teacher 
• Name, address and telephone number of school. 

6. Such information will only be used by Denbighshire 
Education and Children’s Services for the purposes of the 
competition. 

7. Schools are politely requested to make the necessary 
arrangements to collect the items of artwork by 5 June 
2018.   Denbighshire Education and Children’s Services 
will take no responsibility for work left uncollected by 5 
June 2018. 

8.  Winning schools will be informed of the results by 5pm on 
11 April 2018 and results will be posted on the 
Denbighshire Curriculum Enrichment website 

 www.denbighshireenrichment.com from this date.  The 
relevant school will be responsible for informing the 
relevant pupil of any winners. 

9. The winner of the competition shall be decided by a panel 
of judges (consisting of representatives from 
Denbighshire Education and Children’s Services and 
other suitably appointed and qualified adjudicators) and 
who shall decide, in their absolute discretion, the winner.  
The decision of the judges shall be final and binding and 
no correspondence shall be entered into by Denbighshire 
Education and Children’s Services. 

 

10. The copyright in any image entered in the competition 
shall (as between the entrant and Denbighshire 
Education and Children’s Services) remain with the 
entrant.  However, entrants consent to Denbighshire 
Education and Children’s Services using any of the 
winning images for any publicity and/or promotional 
activities.  In particular, if an entrant is a winner of the 
competition, the entrant consents to their name and 
their winning work being used on the Denbighshire 
Curriculum Enrichment website. 

11. Schools who enter the competition will receive a 
specially designed certificate to acknowledge and 
recognise their participation. 

12. The competition prize for all Categories shall consist 
of art materials for all the winners and a specially 
designed certificate. 

13. The overall winner covering all Categories will receive 
a practical professional artist-led one-day workshop 
for his/her class. 

14. Winning artworks will be displayed at the 
Denbighshire County Council Offices, County Hall, 
Wynnstay Road, Ruthin, Denbighshire, LL15 1YN (10 
May - 1 June 2018).  There will be a private view for 
the winners on 9 May 2018. 

15. Works can be returned on request, once the exhibition 
closes. 

16. No cash alternative to any prize is available and the 
prizes shall be non-transferable. Denbighshire 
Education and Children’s Services accepts no liability 
if for any reason the workshop does not go ahead and 
no alternative prize will be awarded. 

17. Denbighshire Education and Children’s Services are 

not responsible for late, lost or delayed entries. 
18. The decision of Denbighshire Education and 

Children’s Services is final and binding on all entrants 
and no correspondence will be entered into by 
Denbighshire Education and Children’s Services. 

19. Entry to the competition shall only be valid if the 
entrant has complied with these competition rules. 

 

Rules of the Competition 
 

http://www.denbighshireenrichment.com/

